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In 1946 a century of White Rajah rule
came to an end in Sarawak when the
Borneo state was ceded to Britain by
Vyner Brooke. In fact by the 1930s
Brooke rule had probably already pass-
ed its prime and there were already
signs of political consciousness among
the Kuching Malays. However, while
nationalist movements in other parts
of South-East Asia fought to end
European rule, the Malays of Sarawak
in the aftermath of the Second World
War in 1945 clamoured for the per-
petuation of the Brooke Raj. When
extremists assassinated the British
Governor of Sarawak in 1949, this
anti-cession movement collapsed, but
a nationalist tradition had been es-
tablished which would later serve
to legitimize the post-colonial leader-
ship. This fascinating study based
on hitherto unpublished documents,
detailed research and personal inter-
views examines the last decade of
Brooke rule and explains cogently the
1946 cession with reference not only to
British imperial policy in South-East
Asia but to dynastic politics and the
failure of Brooke rule to adapt to
change.

Cover illustration

Sarawak Centenary Day, 24 September 1941.
The Rajah, the Ranee and C.D. Le Gros Clark
(Chief Secretary) leaving the = Government
Offices. The Sarawak flag is on the left of the
doorway. (Courtesy the late B. C. J. Spurway)
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[ visited parts of Borneo where no European had ever been before, and even
in those parts the people came out and mentioned with delight the name of
Brooke; in fact, wherever I went, I found his name was a sort of
talisman. . . .

Vice-Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane, 1852

Foreword

WHILE 1 appreciate Bob Reece’s invitation to write a Foreword to his
book, my qualifications for doing so are not what might be expected.

Born with prospects of rulership which found free rein for six months in
the crisis year of 1939; demoted from royal estate and dismissed from
government service for alleged misdemeanours; restored to grace and
re-employed nine months later; dismissed from government service again
within the ensuing six months (and disinherited); restored a second time
to grace after three years’ military service and elevated to act as head of
government with royal title restored; dismissed and disinherited a second
time for being unresponsive to British proposals for Sarawak’s post-war
future; pronounced an ‘Undesirable’ and banned by the colonial
government for sixteen years from Sarawak for responding to and
supporting the genesis of Sarawak nationalism—all these stimulating and
varied experiences the consequence of little more than three years’ direct
acquaintance with the life and peoples of a little country (yet as large in
size as England) struggling to be born into a new life and era for itself and
the world.

If this brief biographical outline strains the credibility of the reader it
will nevertheless perhaps serve as a fitting hors d’oeuvres to the contents
of Bob Reece’s book.

Truth needs neither embellishment nor commendation. Personal
loyalties and considerations, while they surely have their place, have in all
countries been too long held to justify a veil which in political and public
affairs is no longer acceptable anywhere in the world.

The author in his thorough and penetrating presentation highlights the
period of Sarawak’s crisis of transition from one major historical epoch to
another, in the context of a still greater and more protracted period of
crisis affecting our whole human family—a transition of monumental
proportions the scope of which many of us are still finding difficult to
grasp as we reach for a higher ethical and social consciousness as the price
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and justification for our survival into the twenty-first century.

I feel especially indebted to Bob Reece for giving me this opportunity
to take an integrated look at what may at one time have been seen and
experienced as a series of largely disconnected happenings, the
significance of which may only now, in retrospect, be fully appreciated.
Such is the gift of a true historian.

I wish to take this opportunity to record my profound thankfulness for
the privilege of my heartwarming, albeit relatively brief, association with
Sarawak and her peoples. Many suffered emotionally, psychologically,
and economically during the five years of the cession controversy.
Whatever the choices made of policies, aims, and loyalties, may each give
recognition that the other throughout the confusion of those years acted
as he believed to be right. It was a growing experience for us all and let us
hope that by now time has healed all the scars.

Looking to the future, Sarawak and her peoples, along with the rest of
us, have their own uniquely important role to play for the future of human
unity. None of us can afford to be unmindful of the need to sustain and
strengthen the ultimate vision enshrined in the Charter of the United
Nations of a global civilization based upon mutual respect between all
peoples and values of love, compassion, and a sense of the true
brotherhood of man.

Whatever set-backs may be experienced in our efforts to see this vision
democratically fulfilled, it is only by holding the vision clearly and steadily
before us that we shall be enabled to emerge triumphantly from the
turmoil, strife, and conflict of our time and find true meaning for our
human existence.

The Close ANTHONY BROOKE
Addington Park

Nr Maidstone

Kent, England
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Preface

WHEN I undertook my research on Sarawak history in 1974 I hoped to
make the anti-cession movement of 1946—51 the focus of my study.
However, investigations showed that the history of the various anti-
cession groups was sparsely documented. While I located some material
on the Sarawak Dayak Association’s origins, no trace could be found of
the records of the Malay National Union and the Barisan Pemuda
Sarawak. One of the immediate consequences of the murder of Governor
Duncan Stewart at Sibu in December 1949 was the confiscation of many
documents by the police and the destruction of others by people who
wished to remove all traces of their connections with the anti-cessionists.

By the time I began to examine the splendid collection of material
deposited at Rhodes House, Oxford, by members of the Brooke family,
the late Mrs Margaret Noble, and a number of former Sarawak officers, I
was convinced that it was just as important to explain how cession came
about. While a good deal had been written about the first two Rajahs, the
end of Brooke rule had been passed over by historians. The Rhodes
House material, together with the Colonial Office and War Office records
and personal interviews, provided a sound basis for reconstructing the
story. The Rhodes House collection also contained a number of letters
from members of the Malay National Union and the Sarawak Dayak
Association during 1946 and early 1947. I have used these in the last
chapter which describes the first phase of the anti-cession movement in
the Kuching area. The shape of the book has been influenced by my belief
that the cession should be seen both as the product of factors arising from
Brooke rule and British imperialism and as the well-spring of Sarawak’s
political development. I hope that what I have written will help to provide
a starting-point for studies of the anti-cession movement itself, which
must be regarded as the first expression of Sarawak nationalism.

Apart from the anticipated unavailability of key Colonial Office files
for 1945 and 1946, perhaps the most disappointing gap in the archival
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material is the paucity of records for Sarawak during the inter-war period,
the Japanese occupation, and for Vyner Brooke himself. Unlike his
father and great-uncle, the third Rajah does not seem to have been a
prolific writer; if he was, pathetically little of his writing has survived.
Consequently, I have had to conjecture about his personality and his
motivations and I am by no means confident of the picture which
emerges. There is much more material available on Anthony Brooke and
I was fortunate enough to have several interviews with him in London in
1974 and 1975. A long-forgotten hoard of his papers also came to light
during my visit to London in June 1978.

The first task of this book is to explain why Brooke rule ended and to
describe the way in which it came about. To do this it has been necessary
to explore a number of themes: the Brooke tradition; the question of the
succession; the nature of Brooke rule in the 1930s; and the policy of the
British government (or rather, the Colonial Office) towards Sarawak.
The Japanese occupation has also been treated as a catalyst of change.
The second task is to examine the cession and its impact, paying
particular attention to the anti-cession movement as the watershed of
modern political organization in Sarawak. Readers should note that early
Brooke history, which has been rehearsed in detail by many writers, is
dealt with only cursorily here.

I have tried to do full justice to the events and personalities which I '

have described in the belief that the reader will be led to his own
conclusions. If there are distortions, I hope that these are due largely to
the relative availability of evidence and not to any unreasonable bias. It
may not be inappropriate to quote Bertram Brooke’s retrospective view
of the whole cession affair:

I know that if I had been an unprejudiced onlooker called upon to give a detailed
commentary on the final stage, my verdict would have been a harsh one,
embracing H.M.G. [His Majesty’s Government] and all the present Brooke
generation, including myself, for the stupidity which led to the suddenly enforced
change of status of subject peoples amounting to a breach of trust.

IT
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